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3b: Thematic Review Action Tracker
Actions 4 & 5



Introduction

1. As a part of the CDSP’s first thematic review, into the treatment of detainees with mental health issues, members sought assurance that the training provided to officers and staff within custody was ‘fit for purpose and up to date for the current custody experience.’  There was also a need to understand whether there was a focus on neurodiversity issues, and the use of the Mental Capacity Act.


Training Content

2. There are six documents which set out the training delivered to custody staff.  They are delivered by a dedicated custody trainer, and also have input from LDR on their role, as well as a more in-depth discussion of mental health issues; and similarly from the FHPs.

3. These cover in detail:

· The work of LDR, and the management of mentally disordered offenders, including capacity assessments, sensory processing disorders, personality disorders, neurodiversity, mood disorders, psychosis and organic disorders (mental or behavioural conditions caused by physical illness, injury or brain dysfunction).
· The work of FHPs and their role in custody.  Whilst this is a broader element of training covering common medical conditions in custody such as epilepsy, diabetes and injuries, it also covers mental health conditions.
· The role of ‘Safe Havens’, and how and where these can be access by the Police
· The Mental Health Act and the relevant sections, including detention under s.136; treatment of children; use of Health-Based Places of Safety: treatment in custody and intersection with PACE.
· Acute Behavioural Disturbance and how this should be managed in police custody.


4. Information on the Mental Capacity Act is contained on the Force’s internal website across a number of areas, including the Public Protection Command, Local Policing, and the Mental Health area.  A short summary of this information is also included in these papers.


Delivery and Review

5. The information provided is the Mental Health module part of the Initial Custody Course.  The information is reviewed annually as standard to ensure it is up to date, and is also updated when there are significant changes to legislation or policy.
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