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Dear Jim

Kent Custody & Detention Scrutiny Panel Annual Report 2025/26

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Annual Report, which I read with great interest. I apologise for the delay in writing back to you.

First, can I put on record my thanks to you and the other members of the Panel for their important work this year and the visits undertaken by our ICVs. This is one of the ways I hold Kent Police to account and supports delivery of my Police and Crime Plan.  You have built on last year’s strong foundation, and  I am very grateful to everyone who has given up their time to contribute.  

Secondly, I welcome the focus you have placed scrutinising the changes in respect of Maidstone custody. This did generate some concern amongst officers and stakeholders and so the assurance on dwell times is welcome.

Thirdly, thank you for the feedback on Appropriate Adult provision, which is most helpful.  This is one of our key commissioned services and so important in ensuring that vulnerable people get support in custody. 

Finally, I was interested to read the results of the thematic review of the experiences of ethnic minority children in custody and the recommendations that were made. This was especially important given cases we have seen in other Police Forces.

Once again, thank you for sharing the report. I am most grateful.  I will publish this report and my reply on the OPCC website.

Yours sincerely
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Matthew Scott
Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent
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Kent Police and Crime Commissioner
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